
Venerable Yi Lai Biography 
 
Venerable Yi Lai was born in 1946 in Yilan, Taiwan. She began studying Buddhism at an 
early age and later served at the Da Ci Children's Home, transforming it into a sanctuary 
for kids. Her ten years of dedication there led to her ordination and a life committed 
to Dharma propagation. 
 
In 1991, Venerable Yi Lai became the first disciple from Fo Guang Shan to bring 
Humanistic Buddhism to Africa, establishing the Newcastle Zen and Pure Land Centre. 
She later moved to Australia, where she integrated Buddhist education and culture 
with local society at Chung Tian Temple. Her work earned her numerous accolades, 
including the "Centenary Medal" from Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
Appointed Head Abbess of Fo Guang Shan in Australia and New Zealand in 2006, she 
was instrumental in establishing Nan Tien Institute. Returning to Taiwan in 2011, she 
continued her charitable work as Director of the Fo Guang Shan Charity Council. 
 
Venerable Yi Lai has remained unwavering in her commitment to spreading Humanistic 
Buddhism, making significant contributions both in Taiwan and internationally.   


